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HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

10,  stockwell'  street 

LEEK 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leek  Urban  District 

Council. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1959. 

POPULATION.  The  population  of  your  district  again  increased  during 
the  year  by  a  number  grearor  lhan  in  the  previous  year  to  give  a  figure 
of  1  9,080  persons. 

BIRTH  RATE.  The  birth  rate  fell  considerably  in  1959,  249  births 
occuring,  compared  to  295  in  1958,  which  gives  an  adjusted  birth  rate 
of  13.5,  that  is  considerably  lower  than  the  national  birth  rate  of  16.5 
1958  was  an  exceptional  year  however.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  live 
births  decreased  in  1959  to  3.2%  compared  to  3.4%  in  the  previous  year 

STILL  BIRTHS.  These  increased  to  give  a  figure  (46.0)  considerably 
more  than  the  national  rate  (20.7).  The  small  numbers  we  are  dealing  with 
tend  to  exaggerate  the  position,  yet  12  still  births  in  one  year  is  an 
important  item.  Still  births  do  not  appear  to  alter  much  nationally,  taking 
a  steady  toll.  The  question  of  reducing  the  figure  is  one  of  difficulty 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  This  decreased  to  give  a  figure  lower  than 
for  some  years.  As  often  the  case,  the  two  deaths  were  under  4  weeks  of 
age,  one  being  less  than  a  week  old. 

DEATHS.  Deaths  showed  an  increase,  even  though  the  figure  foi 
1958  was  already  high.  The  adjusted  death  rate  was  however  not  greatly 
above  the  national  f  gure,  bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  Leek's 
population. 

The  causes  of  death  are  always  of  interest  and  tuberculosis  was 
prominent  among  them,  causing  4  deaths.  We  are  told  that  this  disease 
is  now  of  little  importance,  yet  it  was  not  simply  present  in  these  4 
persons-  it  killed  them. 

Cancer  and  heart  disease  kill  most  people.  In  England  and  Wales, 
^  1 ,063  persons  (18,181  male  and  2,882  female)  died  from  Cancer  of  th' 
Lung  in  1959.  This  is  certainly  a  national  problem  whatever  the  causation. 
In  Leek  the  cases  of  lung  cancer  have  increased  annually  and  in  1959,  9 
persons,  7  men  and  2  women  were  killed  by  it. 

Suicide  is  a  subject  in  the  news  at  the  present  time,  due  to  the 
current  interest  in  mental  health  and  the  fact  that  5,000  die  of  suicide 
annually  in  th  s  country.  This  district  usually  has  deaths  from  Ihis  cause 
and  2  occurred  in  1959. 

HOME  ACCIDENT  PREVENTION.  The  steady  toll  of  deaths  from 
this  cause  continues,  both  locally  and  nationally.  The  Leek  Home  Accident 
Prevention  Committee  was  active  during  the  year  from  9th- 14th 

February  holding  a  poster  competition  and  film  shows  in  the  schools,  and 
at  Parent-Tea  her  Associations;  also  from  2nd-7th  November,  when  a 
quiz  competition  was  held  in  the  schools,  a  shop  display  was  arranged, 
using  a  screenoscops,  and  posters  were  exhibited.  As  the  result  ot  a  visit 
by  the  St,  John  Ambulance  Association  to  all  old  peopl  in  Leek  a  most 
commendable  effort  a  considerable  number  of  old  people  were  found 
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who  had  no  fireguard  and  the  Leek  Committee  requested  the  County 
Council  that  a  scheme  of  lending  fireguards  to  suitable  old  people  be 
commenced  by  them.  The  idea  has  not  yet  been  implemented. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  A  measles  epidemic  occurred  in  1959. 
Dysentery,  paratyphoid  and  food  poisoning  gave  most  concern  during 
the  year,  although  none  was  in  serious  proportions. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  figures  in  Leek  for  the  last  4  years 
are  1956,  400;  1957,  280;  1958,  450;  1959,  320.  A  figure  of 
650  is  essential. 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  figures  in  Leek  children  over  the  last 
few  years  arc  -  19o6,  160;  1957,  17.70;  1958,  27.6%;  and  in  1959, 
18.4%.  Leek  people  are  unprotected  against  this  disease,  since  at  least 
65%  of  children  should  be  vaccinated  against  it.  The  disease  still  occurs, 
and  Liverpool  seems  to  be  a  main  site. 

FLUORIDATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  In  April  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Water  Committee  received  a  report  on  this  subject  from 
myself  recommending  that  the  procedure  be  carried  out.  The  Health 
Committee  at  first  were  keen  to  implement  this,  but  decided  with  the 
Water  Committee  to  obtajn  more  information  first — on  capital  and  running 
costs,  and  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  etc.  on  the  policy  question. 

Letters  from  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  were  received  in  July  stating  that  fluoridation  is  being 
financed  by  them  on'y  in  a  limited  number  of  areas  (3  at  present)  and 
FOR  THE  TIME  BEING  UNTIL  RESULTS  HAVE  BEEN  EVALUATED 
NO  GENERAL  ENCOURAGEMENT  IS  BEING  GIVEN  TO  THE 
INITIATION  OF  NEW  SCHEMES.  This  policy  is  a  most 
unfortunate  one  i/i  my  opinion,  snce  the  results  of  fluoridation  have  already 
been  evaluated  for  many  years  in  the  United  States  of  America,  being 
a  safe  and  effective  procedure  in  reducing  dental  caries,  as  a  United 
Kingdom  mission  found.  With  this  grievous  lack  of  support  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  naturally  this  Council  decided  to  leave  the  matter 
in  abeyance. 

GROUPING  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  The  proposed  grouping  of  several 
areas  in  the  Leek,  Cheadle  and  Uttoxeter  region  di,d  not  proceed  far  during 
the  year,  although  the  Council  indicated  its  willingness  to  proceed  with 
negotiations,  and  in  October  asked  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  what  progress  was  being  made. 

Local  Medical  Services. 

1.  HOSPIIAL.  Due  to  dissatisfaction  with  present  accommodation 
in  Leek,  the  Council  arranged  a  meeting  in  March  with  the  general  medjcal 
practitioners,  to  ascertain  their  views.  It  was  decided  that  steps  could  be 
taken  to  amplify  and  improve  the  out-patienr  and  clinical  services  in 
Leek,  and  that  arrangements  might  be  made  for  training  nurses  in  Leek. 
The  nadequate  public  transport  facilities  to  Stoke-on-Trent  hospitals 
was  also  stressed.  The  Council  decided  in  April  to  ask  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  provide  a  new  hospital  in  Leek. 

DENTAL  CLINIC.  I  he  Dental  Specialist  employed  here  once  a 
week  ceased  his  attendance  during  the  year  due  to  lack  of  work. 

3.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC.  This  ceased  for  a  time  during  the  year 
due  to  lack  of  a  physiotherapist.  On  10th  September,  the  Clerk  of  the 


Council  and  I  discussed  the  whole  question  of  local  Dental  and  Medical 
Services  with  the  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

(i)  In  March  two  persons — a  male  aged  80  and  a  female  aged  79- 
were  found  to  require  hospital  care.  This  was  provided  for  both  by  May 

(ii)  In  June,  an  88  year  old  lady  was  visited.  No  hospital  care  was 
necessary,  and  she  refused  in  September  to  enter  a  home. 

(iii)  In  July  a  70  year  old  woman  w3s  visited  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  due  to  dirty  conditions  and  self  neglect.  The  lady  died  subsequently 

(iv)  In  September  an  80  yeai  old  laay  was  visited  and  was  per¬ 
suaded  to  attend  Leek  Public  Baths.  Due  to  delusions  which  developed  she 
had  to  be  admitted  to  St.  Edward's  Mental  Hospital  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

(v)  In  September  also,  two  persons,  a  female  aged  84  and  a  male  aged 
57  had  to  be  visited — persons  removed  tor  care  two  years  before.  Con¬ 
ditions  have  to  be  watched  in  this  case. 

(vi)  In  October,  a  70  year  old  lady  was  referred  to  me.  She  was 
having  delusions  and  falling  down.  I  asked  the  Cheadle  Area  Welfare 
Officer  to  see  her.  No  action  apparently  was  taken. 

(vii)  A  most  filthy  house  occupied  by  a  male  aged  77  was  reported 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  due  to  lack  of  any  attempt  to  clean,  a 
statutory  notice  to  clean  was  served  on  the  30th  December. 

The  problem  of  old  people  requiring  admission  to  homes  and  of 
chronic  sick  '  requiring  admission  to  hospital  is  a  very  real  one  and  will 
increase  in  Leek. 

PRESENT  SCHEME. 

(:)  The  old  person  who  requires  admission  to  the  ordinary  type  of 
residential  home  is  the  concern  of  the  County  Welfare  Officer,  whose 
local  officers  should  deal  with  the  case. 

(ii)  As  regards  the  'chronic  sick'  who  require  hospital  beds,  the 
general  practitioners  bring  the  case  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  officer 
of  the  local  area  health  committee,  who  investigates  through  his  health 
visitors  to  see  whether  the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  i.e. 
home  nursing  and  domestic  help,  will  result  in  the  patient  being  able  to 
emain  at  home.  If  not,  then  the  patient's  name  is  pieced  on  the  hospital 
waiting  list  through  their  bed  bureau  for  '  chronic  sick  '  based  at  Bucknall 
Hospital.  25 c'o  of  all  the  beds  in  this  area  i.e.  720  are  available  to  the 
Geriatric  Consultant  for  this  purpose.  At  present  even  this  number  of  beds 
is  insufficient 

Where  conditions  are  serious  and  the  person  refuses  to  leave  home, 
♦he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  can  institute  legal  action  under  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  This  is  the  scheme  in  theory,  but  in 
practice  the  Health  Department  in  Leek  has  to  deal  with  many  cases  not 
Strictly  its  concern. 

The  lack  of  accommodation  in  Leek  for  old  people  is  such  that  in 
July  the  Council  recommended  that  voluntarv  organisations  be  approached 


as  to  the  possibility  of  tunning  an  old  peoples  home,  with  the  Council's 
assistance,  although  this  is  a  County  Welfare  Function.  No  success  was 
achieved. 

DELEGATION  OF  CERTAIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
FUNCTIONS. 

1.  Under  the  Local  Government  Act  1958,  the  Leek  Council  made 
application  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the 
delegat  on  of  these  functions.  The  Minister  in  December  refused  consent 
on  the  grounds  of  Leek's  small  size. 

2.  On  13th  February,  1959,  the  Staffordshire  County  Coupcil  held 
a  meeting  for  all  the  local  authorities  in  the  County  area  to  considet 
proposals  by  the  County  Council  for  local  administration  of  certain  health 
and  welfare  functions  at  present  being  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
Atea  Health  Committees.  These  functions  are  all  those  duties  at  present 
performed  by  the  Area  Health  Committees,  other  than  the  Ambulance 
Service,  and  Domicilary  Services  with  respect  to  the  Blind  and  othei 
Handicapped  Persons,  and  the  provision  of  temporary  accommodation  foi 
pe'sons  rendered  homeless.  Leek  Urban  District  Council  was  represented 
at  this  meeting  at  which  most  Councils  present  agreed  to  accept  delegation 
ui'der  the  scheme-  -for  whose  creation  a  working  party  of  officers  was 
thereupon  set  up.  At  the  meeting,  Leek  provisionally  accepted  the  delega 
lion  of  these  duties  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the  Council. 

LEEK  SWIMMING  BATHS.  In  September  I  submitted  a  report  on 
the  Leek  Baths,  which  in  general  advocated  the  provision  of  completely 
new  baths.  Both  the  Health  and  Baths  Committees  accepted  the  report  and 
more  information  was  requested  —  on  cost,  possible  financial  help  from 
o:her  bodies,  etc.  In  November  the  Council  decided  to  ask  the  Leek 
Rural  District  Council  to  meet  them  to  discuss  a  possible  contriburion 
from  them.  Undoubtedly  the  Council  wishes  to  have  new  swimming  baths, 
but  the  cost  may  well  prove  prohibitive. 

CLEAN  AIR.  It  is  wasteful  and  in  very  built  up  areas  it  is  unhealthy 
to  burn  coal  in  domestic  fires  and  industrial  premises.  It  was  because  of 
both  these  factors  (i)  economic,  which  includes  the  spoiling  of  buildings 
as  we'1  as  the  waste  of  valuable  coal  products  (ii)  health,  due  to  the 
effect  of  coal  burning  products,  and  smog  on  human  beings  that  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956  was  passed. 

The  Leek  Council  action  in  1959  was; 

1.  To  accept  in  March  the  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  BUILDING 
BYELAW?  which  require  that  new  prooerties  shall  install  appliances 
capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel. 

2.  Where  applicable  in  making  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  ensure 
that  fire  grates  comply  with  the  above  amendment. 

3  CREATION  OF  A  SMOKE  CONTROL  AREA.  A  provisional  clear¬ 
ance  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  Leek's  No.  1 
Smoke  Control  Area  an  a-ea  of  282  acres  with  26  properties  in  the 

Westwood  region  was  received  in  March.  A  detailed  survey  was  done, 
and  in  July,  the  Council  approved  the  smoke  control  order,  and  recom 
mended  its  submission  to  the  Minister  concerned. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL.  The  Refuse  Tip  gave  considerable  concern  to  the 
Council  during  the  year,  due  to  nuisance  caused  by  it  and  considerable 
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discussion  on  a  future  policy  was  made  Proper  controlled  tipping  of  course 
shou'd  give  no  trouble  at  all.  The  Council  is  interested  in  incineration 
and  or  composting  and  both  these  methods  were  discussed  in  1959- 

SPECIAL  TRAINING  CENTRE.  The  County  Council  proposal  to 
establish  a  special  training  centre  in  Leek  for  backward  persons  proceeded 
in  1959  by  the  Leek  Council  giving  agreement  in  March  to  its  erection 
near  the  present  Ambulance  Station. 

PROVISION  OF  NEW  CATTLE  MARKET.  The  building  of  a  new 
market  proceeded  during  the  year,  but  was  not  completed  at  the  year  end. 

LEGISLATION.  New  legislation  of  interest  during  1959  was  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  which  came  into  operation  on  14th 
June,  1959,  and  which  is  concerned  with  the  making  of  Standard  Grants 
n  certain  improvements  to  property. 

I  would  like,  on  concluding  this  report,  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  very  capable  and  willing  help  given  me  during  the  year  by  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Health  Department  in  general. 


P.  G 

.  CANNON, 

M.B.,  D.P.H.  D.I.H 

SECTION 

A. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  ;n  acres)  . 

1959 

4,306 

1958 

4,306 

Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  i 
population  (all  ages)  . 

of  home 

19,080 

18,990 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Rate 
end  of  year  . 

Book  at 

6,638 

6,587 

Number  of  persons  per  house  .... 

2.9 

2.9 

Numbers  of  persons  per  acre  . 

4.4 

4.4 

Rateable  value  at  31st  March  . 

.  £ 

187,817 

£186,583 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  for 
vear  ended  31st  March  .  .. 

financial 

£746 

£754 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  births  . 

Male 

Female 

Total 

120 

129 

249 

(Illegitimate  births) 

(4) 

(4) 

(8) 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

13.1 

Ad|usted  birth  rate  13.5  (compara¬ 

bility  factor  1 .03) 

Birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  16.5 

(the  highest 

rate  since 

1949). 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  1 

ive  births 

3.2. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

5.1. 

live  births  ( 

England  and  Wales) 

NOTE  ON  ADJUSTED  BIRTH  RATE 

Local  birth  rates  are  usually  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These 
populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and  comprise  persons 
0|-  a^  a9eT  including  many  who  quite  obviously  have  no  influence  on  the 
reproductive  process.  These  latter  do,  however,  affect  the  birth  rate  in 
that  a  preponderance  of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lowei 
and  a  small  proportion  of  them  to  raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation 


in  the  size  of  this  proportion  exists  in  different  areas  and  it  is  therefore 
appa-e.nt  that  the  elimination  or  standardisation  of  such  a  factor  enables 
a  truer  comparison  between  areas. 


A  result  on  these  lines  is  obtained  through  the  issue  by  the  Registrar 
General  of  a  comparability  factor  for  each  area  for  use  with  birth  rates. 
The  adjusted  birth  rate  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the  crude 
birthrate  of  an  area  by  its  comparability  factor  may  be  regarded  as  being 
comparable  with  the  adjusted  rate  of  any  other  area  or  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales. 


Sti'l  Births  . 

(Illegitimate)  . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
=  46.0 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  20.7 


Total  live  and  still  births 
(Illegitimate)  . 


Male  Female  Total 
8  4  12 

(1)  (0)  (1) 


Male  Female  Total 
128  133  261 

(5)  (4)  (9) 


NOTE: — Ths  number  of  still  births  does  not  alter  greatly  nationally 
over  the  years.  The  average  is  about  25  per  1,000  live  births.  The  main 
cause  is  probably  difficult  labour,  and  prevention  is  by  adequate  ante-nata1 
care. 


Male  Female 

infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year  of  age)  ...  2 

(Illegitimate)  .  ( — )  ( — ) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  =  8.0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  —  Legitimate  8.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1  000  live  births  —  Illegitimate  0 


Infant  mortality  rate  (Eng'and  and  Wales)  22.0  (the  lowest  annual 
ever  recorded  for  this  Country). 


Total 

2 

(— ) 


rate 


Male  Female  Total 

Neonatai  mortality  (deaths  under  4  weeks) 

of  age)  .  2  —  2 

(Illegitimate)  .  ( — )  ( — )  ( — ) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (first  4  weeks)  8.0 
Neonatal  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  =  15.8 
Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (first  week)  per  1,000  live  births  =  4.0 
(deaths  under  1  week  were  1 ) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  plus  deaths  during  the  first  week) 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  =  49.8 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  0 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Maternal  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  0.38 

Male  Female  Total 

DEATHS  —  ALL  AGES  .  132  124  256 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13.4 
Adjusted  death  rate  =  12.3  (comparability  factor  0.92) 

NOTE:  This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  and  used  on  a  similar- 

principle  to  that  for  comparability  for  births. 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  11.6. 
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Deaths  from  all  causes,  1959: 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemla  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

HvDe'tension  with  heart  disease  . 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronch:tis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

Motor  vehcle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Su  cide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

4 

5 

9 

7 

2 

9 

6 

1 

6 

1 

20 

1 

13 

1 

1 

33 

7 

1 

2 

1 

4 

19 

15 

34 

16 

14 

30 

1 

2 

3 

12 

24 

36 

4 

3 

7 

8 

1 

9 

2 

4 

6 

5 

4 

9 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

17 

1 

20 

1 

37 

2 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

32 

124 

256 

Note  on  Causes  of  Death: 


TUBERCULOSIS.  This  caused  the  death  of  4  persons;  a  female  aged 
38,  first  notified  as  a  non-pulmonary  case  12  years  before;  a  male  aged 
48,  first  notified  as  a  pulmonary  case  2  years  before;  a  male  aged  60, 
first  notified  as  a  pulmonary  case  six  years  before  and  a  male  aged  64, 
in  whom  the  diagnosis  was  made  on  post  mortem. 


MALIGNANT  DISEASE  (Cancer).  This  caused  59  deaths  i.e.  23.00 
of  all  deaths.  This  figure  has  increased  steadily  in  the  last  few  years  —  in 
1956,  19.40;  in  1957,  20.9%;  in  1958,  22.6%;  in  1959  23.00 


Cancer  of  the  lung  killed  7  men  and  2  women  in  1959,  i.e.  15.30 
ot  all  cancer  deaths.  This  figure  has  shown  a  rise  in  the  last  few  years-  in 
1  '06,  0.3  Cc  of  all  cancer  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  in  1957 
'4.3%;  in  1958,  15.1%  and  in  1959  15  30 


L  we  consider  all  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  last  4  years 
then  cancer  of  the  lung  was  responsible  for  in  1956  1.8%-  in  1957  30 
m  1958,  3.4%  and  in  1959,  3.50.  '  '  ' 


Those  deaths  in  1959  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  were  in  males  aged 
“  5“C  59,  61,  68,  81  and  84  years  pnd  in  females  aged  71  and  76  years 

HEART  DISEASE.  69  deaths  were  due  to  this,  i.e.  27.00  of  all 
deaths  la  lower  figure  than  the  30.80  in  1958). 


]JcN0f:LU,E^ZA'  '?59  Produced  9  deaths  due  to  this,  compared  to  I 
n  I  558  and  a  in  1957.  The  ages  of  those  who  died  in  1959  of  this  cause 


were  irales,  56,  57,  7  1,  72,  73,  73,  74  and  82  years,  and  the  one  female 
was  aged  70.  In  all  these  deaths  some  other  factor  was  present  -in  two 
thirds  pneumonia,  in  the  others  heart  disease  and  asthma.  Influenza 
appears  to  be  a  serious  adverse  factor  in  these  conditions. 

BRONCHITIS.  This  common  complaint  had  9  deaths  as  a  result  in 
1959,  3.5%  of  all  deaths. 

SUICIDE.  This  continues  to  take  a  steady  toll  of  life.  In  1956  we  had 

3  deaths  due  to  this  and  similarly  in  1957  and  1958.  In  1959  two  deaths 
occurcd  a  male  aged  19  by  hanging  and  a  male  aged  54  by  cyanide 
poisoning. 

HOMICIDE  AND  OPERATIONS  OF  WAR.  This  was  the  death  of  a 
ma'e  aged  69,  who  received  a  gun  shot  wound  in  the  leg  in  the  1914-18 
war,  which  led  to  chronic  ulceration  and  a  pulmonary  embolus. 

Accidental  Deaths  in  1959. 

1.  MOTOR  VEHICLE.  Two  occurred,  in  a  male  aged  80  due  to 
shock  and  a  fractured  spine,  and  in  a  male  age  22.  The  male  aged  22 
received  only  a  minor  head  injury  when  his  motor  cycle  collided  with  the 
kerb  and  would  not  have  died  but  that  he  had  a  cerebral  tumour  also 
present  which  produced  a  condition  of  hydrocephalus. 

2.  HOME  ACCIDENTS.  There  were  4  in  1959,  which  compares  with 

4  in  1958,  4  in  1957  and  10  in  1956.  The  1959  deaths  were  all  by 
FALLS  which  produced  fractures  in  all  cases.  In  one  case  the  person  fell 
in  a  hospital  ward;  the  others  were  a  fall  out  of  bed,  a  fall  downstairs 
and  a  simple  fall  at  home.  The  ages  were  males  aged  83  and  86  years, 
and  females  aged  75  and  88  years. 

3.  OTHER  ACCIDENTS.  The  one  other  was  a  male  aged  54,  who  was 
found  drowned. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  1959 

DEATHS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  -  age  2  days  Atelectasis 

Immaturity  (Birthweight  3 1  bs .  !5ozs.l 
Male  age  2  weeks  Intraventricular  haemorrhage. 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services: 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

1.  Peter  Gordon  Cannon,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.I.H.,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

2.  James  Rowbotham,  M.P.H  I.A.,  Assoc.  M.C.T.,  M.R.S.H.,  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

3  Edgar  Norris  Whitehead,  M.P.H.I.A.,  Public  Flealth  Inspector. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  sanitary  authority  responsible  foi 
i he  environmental  services. 

The  Iccal  authority  has  no  rruYor  resDonsibilities  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  has 
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not  been  altered  by  it.  The  County  Council  is  both  Local  Health  ana 
Local  Sanitary  Authority  as  well  as  Local  Education  Authority.  It  has 
assumed  new  and  diverse  responsibilities  under  the  Act.  It  is  responsible  for 
the  following  services:  maternity  and  child  welfare,  domiciliary  midwifery, 
vaccination  and  immunisation,  an  ambulance  service,  a  health  visiting 
scivice,  the  administration  of  the  Meptal  Services,  "care  and  alter  cue  " 
and  the  provision  of  home  nursing  and  "home  helps."  Section  21  of  the 
Act  imposes  on  the  County  Council  the  duty  of  providing  Health  Centres 

Tie  following  are  the  principal  services  provided  by  the  Countv 
Council  and  utilised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  urban  district. 

1  AMBULANCE  SERVICES  iSection  (27) 

No  change  occurred  in  these  during  the  year. 

There  are  -4  ambulances  and  3  sitting  cars  and  a  staff  of  19,  consisting 
of  1  officer  in  charge  and  18  drivers. 

Radio  reception  is  fitted  to  2  sitting  cars  and  2  of  the  ambulance 

2  MATERNITY,  HOME  NURSING  AND  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICES 

(Sections  23,  25  and  29) 

There  are  three  County  Council  midwives  two  full  time  and  one 
part  time.  Leek  also  has  two  district  nurses.  The  Leek  Area  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  under  Section  29,  is  responsible  for  the  appointment  of  domestic 
he'ps.  Their  function  is  to  give  assistance  in  the  home  during  the  incapacity 
of  a  wife  or  mother,  and  they  do  not  undertake  any  duties  of  a  nursing 
character. 

Working  in  the  Leek  Urban  District  are  approximately  15  domestic 
helps  and  the  number  of  hours  worked  each  week  is  approximately  324. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  other  special  health  services  - 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Medical  Service.  There  are 
three  Health  Visitors  availab'e  for  Ante-Natal  work  and  for  the  supervision 
of  nursing  mothers  and  children.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Chest 
Physician,  all  have  duties  of  visiting  the  tuberculous. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  (Part,  Section  26) 

Leek  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford. 
This  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  ol 
Health.  It  is  a  component  of  a  free  national  laboratory  service  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  work  of  the  Laboratory  is  designed  to  assist  the  Medical 
O'  freer  of  Health  and  the  genera!  practitioners,  in  the  diagnosis,  proven 
tion  and  control  of  communicable  diseases.  Its  activities  include  the 
exam  nation  of  throat  and  nose  swabs,  sputum  blood  and  excreta  of  human 
origin  as  aids  to  diagnosis  of  suspected  or  actual  infectious  diseases.  Its 
sanitary  work  includes  mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of  drinking 
water,  the  testing  of  sampled  milk  for  cleanliness  and  for  the  presence  of 
the  tubercle  bacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms,  and  the  bacterio 
logical  testing  of  ice  cream,  synthetic  cream,  and  shellfish  as  distributed 
to  the  user  or  consumer.  Its  staff  is  available  to  participate  in  the  investi 
qation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  area  which  it  serves,  witl 
the  general  aim  of  preventing  or  controlling  disease. 

I  he  laboratory  distributes  in  the  prevention  of  disease,  diphtheria 
prophylactic  and  calf  lymph  for  smallpox  vaccination.  It  makes  availablr 


measle  prophylactic  for  the  passive  immunisation  of  contacts  and  distributes 
outfits  for  the  collection  of  pathological  material. 

SPUTUM.  During  1959,  the  laboratory  service  investigated  46 
specimens  of  sputum  submitted  for  examination  for  the  tubercle  bacillus 
by  the  Chest  Physician.  All  the  specimens  were  examined  by  direct  micro¬ 
scopy  and  3  were  found  to  be  positive.  43  were  examined  by  cultural 
methods  and  of  these  1  was  found  to  be  positive  for  tubercle  bacillus. 

The  general  practitioners  submitted  a  total  of  13  specimens  of  sputum 
during  the  year.  All  were  examined  by  direct  examination  for  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  all  were  negative.  Cultural  examination  was  made  on  11,  and 
6  showed  pathogenic  organisms  —  three  showed  pneumococci,  two 
haemophilus  influenzae  (one  of  these  also  had  haemolytic  strepococci)  and 
one  had  coliforms  present. 

THROAT  SWABS.  14  throat  swabs  were  taken  in  1959  by  the  general 
practitioners.  5  were  positive  for  haemolytic  strepococci,  1  of  the  Lance- 
field  Group  A  type. 

FAECES.  A  total  of  141  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 
The  ma  ority  of  these — 108 — were  sent  by  the  general  practitioners.  7  of 
these  were  positive  for  shigella  sonnei,  7  were  positive  for  salmonella 
typhimurium,  and  2  for  pathogenic  E.  coli  only  (ty^e  0.55).  The  two  E.  coli 
specimens  were  from  the  same  child,  age  4  weeks.  All  7  Salmonella  speci¬ 
mens  were  from  the  same  child. 

The  health  department  sent  33  specimens.  All  proved  normal. 

BLOOD  SPECIMENS.  1  specimen  was  sent  by  a  general  practitioner 
for  Widal  testing  and  proved  negative.  A  clor  culture  proved  negative. 

OTHER  SPECIMENS.  Pus  from  a  neck  abscess  in  each  of  2  patients 
was  sent  for  examination  for  tubercle  bacillus.  Both  proved  negative. 

FOOD  SAMPLES.  The  laboratory  was  also  used  for  the  examination  ot 
ice  cream  samples  during  1959. 

MILK.  The  laboratory  continues  to  report  on  the  results  of  general 
bacteriological  tests,  and  biological  tests  for  tubercle  bacilli,  in  samples  of 
milk  submitted  to  it  by  the  County  Council  Milk  Sampling  Officer — milk 
sold  in  the  Urban  District. 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  237  samples  were  taken. 

153  samples  were  submitted  to  the  METHYLENE  BLUE  TEST,  a  test 
for  ordinary  bacteriological  cleanliness.  9  samples  i.e.  5.9%  failed  to  pass 
the  test.  Failures  were  in  undesignated  and  tuberculin  tested  milks.  The  one 
failure  in  undesignated  milk  was  in  June.  The  failures  in  tuberculin  tested 
milk  were:  three  from  the  same  producer  in  July  and  October,  two  speci¬ 
mens  being  taken  on  the  farm  itself,  and  one  from  a  retailer  of  the  milk; 
two  failures  from  a  producer  retailer  in  June  and  August;  two  were  from 
a  retailer  not  his  own  producer,  in  May  and  August;  the  eighth  failure  was 
from  a  retailer  not  his  own  producer  in  October. 

Thi  .  proportion  of  failures  in  ordinary  cleanliness  is  twice  that  of 

1958. 

Pasteu- isation  which  is  measured  by  the  PHOSPHATASE  TEST 
was  only  97.7  U  effective-  3  ol  the  129  specimens  failing  the  tert.  All 
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the  failures  were  in  January  in  milk  sold  by  two  retailers  from  the  same 
pioducer.  Pasteurisation  should  of  course  be  100'V  effective. 

Sterilised  milk  is  remarkably  standard  material  the  TURBIDITY 
TEST  was  satisfactory  in  all  25  samples  tested. 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTS  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  were  carried 
out  on  40  milk  samples  on  undesigriated  and  tuberculin  tested  types. 
Two  of  tuberculin  tested  types  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  These 
samples  were  taken  on  20th  July  during  delivery  of  the  milk  by  a  retaile- 
and  each  sample  was  from  a  different  producer.  The  result  was  known  on 
4th  September  (the  biological  test  takes  6  weeks)  and  notices  to  the 
producers  that  the  milk  must  be  pasteurised  were  served  the  same  day. 

The  actual  investigation  of  the  two  herds  was  then  carried  out  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Veterinary  Inspector,  who 
tested  the  herds  by  the  tuberculin  test-  -and  all  animals  were  negative 
Biological  tests  were  then  done  on  grouped  milk  samples.  These  all  proved 
negative  (result  received  on  22nd  October).  The  notices  to  pasteurise  the 
milk  were  then  withdrawn. 

Why  two  samples  were  positive  remains  a  mystery. 

In  my  opinion,  undesignated  milk  is  dangerous  material,  tuberculin 
tested  milk  is  better,  but  the  best  milk  should  be  tuberculin  tested 
pasteurised.  Sterilised  milk  is  undoubtedly  safe  but  the  taste  is  stronger. 

I  he  quality  of  milk  has  certainly  greatly  improved  over  the  years, 
but  there  is  need  for  constant  vigilance. 

A  table  showing  the  results  of  the  tests  made  in  1959  is  on  page  20. 

HOSPITALS.  The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  various  forms 
of  treatment:  General,  acute  and  chronic,  sanatoria,  mental  and  infectious 
diseases  Bucknali  Hospital;  Memorial  Hospital,  Leek;  North  Stafford¬ 
shire  Royal  Infirmary;  Haywood  Hospital;  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Hartshill, 
Longton  Cottage  Hospital;  City  General  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent;  Moor¬ 
lands  Hospital,  Leek;  Cheadle  Hospital;  Westcliffe  Hospital/  Chell; 
Groundslow  Sanatorium  and  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium,  Loggerheads,  neai 
Market  Drayton;  St.  Edward's  Hospital,  Leek;  Biddulph  Grange  Ortho¬ 
paedic  Hospital;  Limewood  Hospital,  Newcastle  and  Stanfield  Hospital. 
Burslem  (both  for  chronic  sick).  All  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  local  Area  Management  Committees. 
Geographical  hospital  boundaries  have  thus  been  greatly  widened  by  the 
Regional  arrangements  under  the  Act,  and  as  far  as  this  district  is  con¬ 
cerned,  have  made  the  problem  of  finding  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
acutely  sick  a  little  less  difficult  than  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  The 
prob'em  of  the  disposal  of  the  chronic  sick  has  increased,  in  spite  of  the 
large  number  of  beds  allocated  for  this  purpose. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  the  City  General 
Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Part  of  the  maternity  wing  of  the  Haywood 
Hospital  is  now  available  for  normal  cases  without  charge  and  part  is  still 
on  a  fee-paying  basis  (private  beds). 


MORTUARY.  The  Council's  mortuary  is  situated  in  Condlyffe  Road. 
Essential  equipment  is  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  a  mortuaiv 
attendant  is  available  when  required 


The  mortuary  was  used  for  43  persons  during  1959.  No  post  mortems 
were  performed,  the  last  being  carried  out  on  March  8th,  1958,  due  to  the 
resignaiion  of  the  local  police  surgeon,  no  successor  being  available  to  do 
this  particu'ar  part  of  his  duties.  Post  mortems  are  now  carried  out  at  the 
North  Staffs.  Royal  Infirmary. 


WATER  SAMPLES  —  LEEK  SUPPLIES,  1959. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  TESTS; 


No  of  Result 

Samples  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

January  .  20  20 

February  .  19  19 

March  .  19  19 

April  .  23  23  — 

May  .  20  18  2 

June  .  22  21  1 

July  .  19  19 

August  .  15  14  1 

September  .  25  24  1 

October  .  19  19 

November  .  20  20 

December  .  24  24 

Total  245  240  5 


NOTE:  — The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  in  May,  one  in  June,  and  one  in 

September  were  all  samples  taken  from  the  Mount  Reservoir. 

Results  were  respectively:  In  MAY  plate  count  12  per  ml.  with  I 
coliform  bacilli;  and  plate  count  40  per  ml.  with  24  coliform  bacilli.  No 
faecal  coli  were  present  in  either;  in  JUNE,  the  result  was  bad  since  apart 
from  a  plate  count  of  8  per  ml.  and  5  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.,  3  faecal 
coli  were  present;  in  SEPTEMBER,  the  result  was  6  of  a  plate  count  with 
1  coliform  bacilli  and  1  faecal  coli. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  a  chlorinated  water  supply  should  be 
sterile.  Altogether,  in  1959,  99  samples  were  taken  from  the  Mount 
Reservoir,  and  96%  of  these  only  were  sterile. 

The  Mount  Reservoir  is  in  my  opinion  the  weak  point  in  Leek's  water 
supply,  and  should  be  both  water  tight  and  covered. 

The  one  other  bad  sample  during  1959  was  from  Shirley  Street  in 
AUGUST,  when  a  result  of  7  per  mi.  plate  count,  1  coliform  bacilli  and  1 
faecal  coli  was  obtained. 

SUMMARY.  Of  245  bacteriological  samples  taken  during  1959,  240 
were  satisfactory  and  2.1%  were  unsatisfactory.  In  1958,  2.30  were 
unsatisfactory  and  in  1957,  5.50  . 

CHLORINATION  OF  LEEK  WATER  SUPPLIES  This  is  done  at  the 
two  sources,  Upper  Hulme  and  Poolend  and  also  before  the  water  enters 
the  Mount  Reservoir.  Daily  readings  are  taken  by  the  Water  Engineer  in 
6  sites  Buxton  Road,  Filter  Beds,  Town  Hall,  Town  Yard,  Old  Church  and 
Cattle  Market.  The  results  obtained  for  the  vear  are  most  commendable, 
maintaining  a  remarkably  consistent  0.1  to  0.2  part  per  million  of  free 
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chlorine,  remarkable  in  the  sense  that  the  Mount  Reservoir  is  uncovered 
ard  one  expects  to  lose  a  considerable  amount  of  chlorine  to  the  atmos 
phere  in  an  uncovered  reservoir. 

SWIMMING  BATHS.  During  the  year  from  April  to  November,  20 
samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  testing.  1  was  unsatisfactory  in 
July.  At  the  time  the  sample  was  taken,  it  was  known  that  no  chlorine 
was  in  the  water  (delivery  of  the  chlorine  being  made  later  the  same  day) 

1  he  result  of  the  sample  showed  how  necessary  chlorination  is-  for  plate 
count  gave  158  per  ml.,  there  were  160  coliform  bacilli  and  160  faecal 
coli.  Factors  of  overcrowding  of  the  baths  at  certain  periods  and  the  actual 
equipment  and  technique  of  chlorination  require  constant  attention. 

The  swimming  baths  are  an  old  structure  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
and  at  present  consist  of  one  swimming  pool  of  small  size  and  several 
slipper  baths.  The  water  used  for  filling  is  mains  water  (chlorinated  foi 
domestic  use).  Treatment  in  the  baths  is  by  heating,  filtration  through  a 
Bell  pressure  filter,  with  gas  chlorination.  The  water  is  changed  every  4 
hours.  The  baths  are  open  to  the  public  from  March  to  November  approxi¬ 
mately  depending  on  the  weather.  A  report  was  given  by  me  to  the 
Council  during  the  year  (in  September)  on  the  swimming  baths  and  the 
provision  of  new  ones  was  suggested,  since  the  present  pool  is  too  small, 
the  premises  are  inadequately  ventilated,  cleansing  room  facilities  are 
\  irtually  non-existent  and  sanitary  accommodation  is  inadequate. 


SECTION  C. 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infections  and  other  disease: 

The  preva'ense  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  showed  a  great 
increase  compared  to  previous  years — the  total  number  of  confirmed  noti¬ 
fications  was  778,  compared  to  121  in  1958,  147  in  1957  and  389  in 
i95fc.  The  reason  for  this  rise  was  the  epidemic  of  measles,  which  produced 
a  total  of  735  cases. 

A  table  showing  the  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1959 
appears  in  the  Reoort  on  o?ge  26 

Leek  is  fo'tunate  In  that  the  Infectious  Disease  Isolation  Hospital  foi 
the  area  is  at  Bucknall  — a  comparatively  short  distance  away.  This  receives 
all  types  of  Infectious  disease  apart  from  smallpox,  which  is  treated  at  the 
Witton  Smallpox  Hospital,  Birmingham.  Bucknall  Hospital  is  administered 
by  the  Stoke-on-Trent  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Admission  is 
arranged  directly  by  the  local  general  practitioners  and  transport  is  pro¬ 
vided  bv  the  local  ambulance  service. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Education  Memorandum  on 
the  exclusion  from  school  on  account  of  infectious  illness  appears  on 
Page  22.  ' 

SCARLET  FEVER.  The  steady  increase  of  cases  of  this  disease  over 
the  last  few  years  was  checked  in  1959,  when  22  cases  only  occurred. 
During  1958  there  were  74  cases,  in  1957,  45,  and  in  1956,  20. 

In  1959,  the  great  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quartc 
177%  of  all  the  cases). 


The  disease  is  often  so  mild  that  throat  swabs  are  of  help  in  the 
diagnosis  —  hence  the  14  throat  swabs  taken,  of  which  5  showed  haemo 
tytic  streptococci. 

All  the  patients,  but  one,  were  in  the  age  group  3-9  years.  The  ex¬ 
ception  was  a  boy  aged  10  years.  One  child  only  was  admitted  to  Bucknall 
Hospital — a  boy  aged  6  years. 

All  the  cases  were  visited,  but  no  exclusion  from  occupation  was 
required. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  I  decided  to  cease  the  practice  of  disin¬ 
fection  of  premises  after  the  recovery  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  since  in  my 
opinion  the  practice  of  disinfection  is  unnecessary  and  ineffective.  The 
general  practitioners  were  notified  of  this  decision  in  December,  and 
raised  no  objections. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  Surprisingly  enough,  perhaps,  no  cases  of  this 
disease  were  notified  in  1959,  which  compares  well  with  the  2  cases  of 

1958  and  the  28  of  1957. 

For  the  first  time,  figures  of  immunisation  against  the  disease  are 
available. 

In  Leek,  184  persons  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  against  the 
disease  during  the  year,  55  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  129  by  the 
general  practitioners.  182  of  these  were  in  the  group  under  5  years  of  age, 
and  2  in  the  5-14  years  group.  Unfortunately  the  figures  are  not  sub¬ 
divided,  due  to  pressure  of  work  of  the  Area  Health  Office.  If  we  assume, 
to  give  the  most  favourable  result,  that  all  182  were  in  children  under  one 
year,  and  we  know  that  295  births  occurred  in  1958,  and  249  in  1959, 
then  the  percentage  immunised  is  approximately  62.70. 

This  is  inadequate,  since  a  figure  of  75%  is  required,  and  in  1960, 
we  may  see  a  rise  in  the  number  of  cases,  although  it  is  unfortunate  we 
have  not  received  comparable  figures  of  immunisation  in  former  years. 

Reinforcing  doses  were  given  during  1959,  to  33  children,  7  by  the 
Clinic  and  26  by  the  general  practitioners. 

I  am  convinced  that  mothers  should  have  their  children  immunised 
against  the  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  immunisation  lessens  the 
effect  of  the  illness,  making  it  difficult  to  diagnose  in  many  cases.  The 
children  can  be  immunised  by  the  general  practitioners,  or  at  the  Welfare 
Clinic.  The  course  is  of  three  injections,  one  each  month,  commencing  at 
the  age  of  5  weeks-5  months.  A  booster  dose  should  be  given  at  the  age 
of  12  months. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS.  As  in  1958,  so  in  1959  no  cases  were 
confirmed.  A  female  age  19  years  was  notified  in  early  September  as  a 
case  of  paralytic  type  and  admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital,  but  the  ultimate 
diagnosis  made  was  of  streptococcal  tonsillitis.  The  two  relatives  did  not 
require  exclusion  from  work. 

Certain  groups  of  the  general  population  were  immunised  during 

1959  against  the  disease,  by  general  practitioners  and  County  Council 
staff. 


Figure'  of  immunisation  are  available  for  the  whole  of  the  area  of 
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the  Staffs.  County  Council  Area  Health  Committee,  Leek  Urban  District 
and  Rural  District,  Cheadle  Rural  District  and  Biddulph  Urban  District 
but  arc  not  sub-divided  into  districts,  due  to  piessuie  of  work  ol  1  ho  Area 
Office. 

The  vaccine  used  was  in  plentiful  supply  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


MEASLES.  This  is  norma'ly  a  seasonal  disease  occurring  approximately 
each  two  years.  1939  proved  an  epidemic  year  in  that  735  cases  occurred 
compared  to  IT  in  1958.  The  second  quarter  produced  89%  of  the  cases 
and  there  were  none  in  the  last  quarter. 

The  age  group  5-9  provided  most  cases  52%  of  all  notifications, 
and  9/%  of  all  cases  were  aged  9  years  or  below.  The  three  oldest  case 
were  aged  33,  17  and  15  years. 

6  children  were  admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital  for  treatment  three 
being  in  the  same  family.  In  the  six  children,  only  I  was  an  uncomplicated 
case  -three  also  had  gastro-enteritis  and  two  pneumonia. 

DIPHTHERIA.  No  cases  of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  area  during 
the  year.  Immunisation  continued  against  the  di.ease  and  during  the  year 
134  children  of  p-e-school  age  (87  under  1  year)  and  15  of  school  age 
received  primary  immunisation.  140  children  between  one  and  fourteen 
years  of  age  (8  aged  one  to  four  years)  received  reinforcing  dosage.  This 
rate  of  reinforcing  dosage  is  an  improvement  on  the  83  done  in  1958. 

249  births  occurred  in  1959  and  295  in  1958.  The  rate  of  primary 
immunisation  of  infants  is  therefore  approximately  32%.  The  figure  for 

1958  was  45%,  for  1957,  28%  and  for  1956,  44%  . 

A  figure  of  75%  is  to  be  sought  and  therefore  Leek's  figure  is  very 
inadequate.  In  England  and  Wales,  103  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in 

1959  and  1  died.  Children  should  be  immunised  against  the  disease,  since 
its  elimination  is  dependent  on  complete  immunsation  of  the  childhood 
population. 

Parents  should  be  fully  aware  of  their  duty  to  have  the  children 
immunised  in  infancy.  The  state  of  immunity  is  achieved  by  two  injections 
with  one  month  between,  and  should  be  commenced  at  10  months  of  age. 
A  booster  dose  should  be  given  at  age  5  years  and  it  is  desirable  to  give  a 
further  booster  during  school  life,  at  age  8-10  years. 

The  general  practitioners  or  the  Welfare  Clinic  are  available  to 
immunise  children.  Immunisation  can  be  done  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  by  a  course  of  only  three  injections,  using  special  com¬ 
bined  material.  It  is  also  possible  to  add  protection  against  tetanus  to  the 
same  material.  It  was,  however,  found  that  this  combined  material  was 
more  likely  to  produce  paralysis  if  a  child  were  in  the  early  stages  of 
poliomyelitis  when  injected,  than  by  the  use  of  the  separate  materials. 

DYSENTERY.  8  notifications  of  this  condition  were  made  during  the 
■ear,  but  5  only  were  confirmed, 

1  owards  the  end  of  January,  a  single  family  produced  3  confirmed 
case-,  of  Sonne  dysentery  a  mother  and  two  children  aged  8  and  12  years. 
A  neighbouring  house  also  produced  one  confirmed  case  in  a  woman  of 
34.  A  child  aged  5  years  living  apart  from  these  cases  was  also  confirmed 
a.  a  case.  No  exclus'On  of  adults  from  work  was  required. 


In  early  September,  a  case  was  notified  in  a  6  day  old  baby  in  the 
Moorlands  Hospital,  which  was  transferred  to  Bucknall  Hospital.  The 
disease  was  not  subsequently  confirmed,  but  a  visit  was  made  to  the 
Mooriands  Hospital  by  me  and  stool  specimens  were  taken  from  the  9 
staff  concerned.  All  proved  negative. 

Dr.  G.  Laing  Brown,  Physician  Supt.  of  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital, 
also  visited  and  suggested  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  some 
structural  and  procedural  improvements  to  be  made. 

Dysentery  is  a  minor  disease  generally,  but  can  be  serious  in  the  very 
young  and  the  very  old,  hence  its  importance. 

MEN  I  NGOCOCCAl.  INFECTION.  This  condition  (Meningitis)  was 
notified  in  February  in  a  boy  aged  2  years,  who  was  admitted  to  Bucknall 
Hospital,  where  he  made  a  complete  recovery. 

ACUTE  PNEUMONIA.  This  produced  8  cases  only.  The  ages  as  usual 
were  varied,  from  one  aged  2  years  to  two  aged  71  and  73.  Three  quarters 
of  the  cases  were  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

None  of  the  notified  cases  were  admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital.  One  case 
of  pneumonia — a  male  age  38  years — unnotified — was  however  admitted 
to  Bucknall  Hospital  in  September. 

SMALLPOX.  In  England  and  Wales  1  case  only  occurred  in  1 959 
in  Liverpool.  In  the  Liverpool  area  in  1958,  5  cases  occurred  of  whom  1 
died.  The  general  population  should  be  aware  that  smallpox  can  still 
occur. 

80  persons  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  1959  in  Leek.  Of 
these,  50  were  under  1  year  of  age,  6  aged  1,  4  were  aged  2-4,  8  were 

aged  5-14,  and  12  were  aged  15  and  over.  In  addition  41  persons 

were  re-vaccinated,  2  aged  2-4,  5  aged  5-14  and  34  aged  15  or  over. 

With  249  births  in  1959  and  295  in  1958,  the  rate  of  primary 

vaccination  against  smallpox  is  approximately  18.4%.  The  figure  for 
1958  was  27.6%  and  for  1957,  17.7%.  These  figures  mean  that  the 
gene-al  population  is  unprotected  against  smallpox.  It  is  ag'eed  that  only 
a  few  cases  of  smallpox  occur  in  Britain,  yet  the  5  in  1958  were  all  in  the 
Liverpool  area  (and  one  died)  and  the  1  case  in  Eng'and  in  1959  was  also 
in  Liverpool  which  is  only  a  short  distance  from  Leek. 

Vaccination  is  at  present  carried  out  only  by  the  general  practitioners 
in  Leek,  although  I  have  asked  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
carry  it*  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  as  the  present  position  is  most 
unsatisfactory,  in  my  opinion. 

The  suggested  programme  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  poliomyelitis,  and  vacc  nation  against  smallpox  is 
shown  on  page  25,  where  also  is  mentioned  B.C.G.,  the  vaccine  against 
tuberculosis. 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  E.  H.  Tomlin,  Area  Medical  Officer,  for  the 
figures  relating  to  local  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation, 
and  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS.  Th;s  condition  occurred  in  May  in  a  bov 
of  4  vea’s  following  Measles.  The  bov  was  treated  in  hospital. 
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PARATYPHOID.  On  27th  July,  a  poy  aged  9  years,  from  Andover 
arrived  in  Leek,  'or  a  holiday.  He  became  ill  on  12th  August  and  was 
admitted  to  Bucknall  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  17th  August,  where  he  was 
diagnosed  on  the  19th  August  as  a  case  of  Paratyphoid  '  Fever  typo  B 
The  16  Leek  contracts  of  this  child  were  all  visited  by  me  and  i6  stool 
specimens  were  examined  and  all  found  to  be  free  of  the  organism.  During 
the  investigations  no  adult  or  child  had  to  be  excluded  from  their  occupa¬ 
tion.  3  other  contacts  of  the  case,  living  in  the  Cheadlc  R  D  area  were 
referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that  area  for  appropriate 
action,  1 


The  ch  Id  must  have  acquired  the  infection  in  the  Leek  area,  but  the 
source  could  not  be  traced.  The  child  made  a  slow  recovery  being  leleased 
from  hospital  almost  four  months  after  his  admission  there. 

Apart  from  the  above  case,  paratyphoid  was  of  interest  during  the 
year  since  a  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  discovered  in  a  ward  of  the 
North  Staffordshire  Royal  Infirmary  in  August.  The  two  Leek  contacts  of 
this  case  were  both  found  to  be  free  of  the  organism. 

FOOD  POISONING.  Two  cases  only  were  notified  and  confirmed  during 
1 9o9.  In  early  September  (on  the  11th)  a  nine  years  old  girl  was  found 
to  be  carrying  Salmonella  typhimurium,  thought  to  have  been  picked  up 
in  Manchester.  Her  mother,  a  food  handler,  was  immediately  excluded  from 
work.  All  the  6  family  contacts  of  the  child  had  stool  specimens  examined 
— all  proved  normal. 

The  child  herself  was  excluded  from  school  until  shown  to  have  three 
negative  stool  specimens — rather  unfortunately  not  until  November  wa= 
this  state  reached. 


The  other  case  was  a  male  aged  48,  who  developed  staphylococcal 
food  poisoning  and  who  was  treated  in  Bucknall  Hospital.  The  notification 
or  the  case  was  so  delayed  that  no  foodstuff  could  be  traced,  that  could 
have  caused  the  condition. 

ADMISSIONS  TO  BUCKNALL  HOSPITAL 

Apart  from  those  previously  mentioned  in  the  report,  18  persons  were 
treated  there  during  the  year  for  various  reasons:  — 

1.  NON  SPECIFIC  GAS1RO-ENTERITIS — Males  aged  3  months  10 
months  and  1  1  years,  and  females  aged  9  months  and  1  I  ve-im 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS  -Females  aged  7  and  11  years. 

3.  STOMATITIS — Females  aged  2  and  80  years. 

TONSILLITIS  A  female  aged  5  years  and  a  male  aged  9 

ACIDOSIS  A  male  aged  7  years. 

SEPTICAEMIA  A  female  aged  3  ycais. 

/  MENINGITIS  This  was  of  pneumococcal  type  in  a  femalp  of  n 
months. 

8.  PHARYNGITIS  A  male  of  23  years. 
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9.  CE  EBRAL  THROMBOPHLEBITIS -- A  female  of  34  years. 
10.  INFANTILE  ECZEMA— A  male  of  1  year. 

1  1.  HERPES  SIMPLEX— A  female  of  3  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS.  The  year  commenced  with  a  total  of  81  persons 
on  the  Register,  and  a  further  6  persons  were  added  during  the  year — of 
these,  3  were  new  cases.  It  was  possible  to  remove  during  the  year  5 
names  from  the  Register,  sc  that  a  total  number  of  82  persons  was  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  1959. 

The  new  cases  are  always  of  interest  The  non-pulmonary  case  was  a 
female  age  25  years  in  whom  the  neck  glands  were  affected.  The  pul¬ 
monary  cases  were  aged: — male  50,  female  74. 

1  case  aged  73  who  had  been  on  the  Register  since  1954,  had  4  posi¬ 
tive  sputum  samples  during  1959.  Three  were  on  direct  examination  and 
one  on  culture. 

The  proportion  of  cases  in  Leek  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  4.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  health  visitors  provided  in  the  year  23  progress  reports  on 
tuberculosis  patients  already  on  the  Register  and  1  report  upon  environ¬ 
mental  condit.ons  in  patients  first  diagnosed  in  1959  or  late  1958. 

Progress  reports  should  be  submitted  on  every  patient  each  6  months 
and  an  environmental  report  is  required  on  each  new  patient  so  that  con¬ 
tacts  can  be  brought  in  for  examination. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Industrial  chimneys  and  domestic  hearths  contribute  to  the  pollution 
of  the  air  of  this  country  by  aporoximately  equal  amounts. 

In  seeking  to  reduce  air  pollution  from  houses  we  must  depend 
largely  on  public  opinion.  Smoke  Control  Areas,  such  as  the  one  proposed 
for  the  Westwood  area,  have  their  part  to  play  particularly  in  preventing 
air  pollution  in  the  future.  The  major  reduction  in  pollution  from  dwelling 
houses  will  arise  from  the  general  desire  of  the  townspeople  for  cleaner 
air,  and  the  consequent  increase  in  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  and  the 
installation  of  improved  grates  and  ranges. 

Industrial  air  pollution  is  more  conspicuous.  Everyone  sees  the  plume 
of  smoke  from  a  factory  chimney,  and  it  is  in  this  direction  that  the  most 
obvous  improvements  can  be  made.  No  industrialist  wants  his  factory 
chimney  to  emit  dark  smoke,  but  boilers  and  mechanical  stokers  are 
expensive  to  replace,  and  much  dark  smoke  can  be  attributed  to  the  use 
of  boilers  unsudablc  for  the  present  demands  of  the  factory;  a  boiler  too 
big  for  the  plant  being  as  productive  of  trouble  as  one  too  small. 

The  number  of  mechanical  stokers  in  use  is  increasing  and  more 
manufacturers  are  taking  advantage  of  the  technical  advice  offered  by  the 
Natonal  Coal  Board,  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Authorities,  the  fuel  oil 
Companies  and  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service. 
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By  1963,  we  must  remember,  the  defence  of  unsuitable  equipment 
will  no  longer  be  acceptable,  and  all  factory  chimneys  will  be  expected  to 
be  smokeless  or  very  nearly  so. 


Atmospheric  Pollution  Recordings 


Three  stations  for  reco-ding  atmospheric  pollution  have  been  set  up 
in  Leek  two  being  standard  deposit  gauges  and  one  a  smoke/sulphur 
diox  de  recorder.  The  readings  for  the  year  1959  are  as  follows: 


SMOKE  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE: 

Smoke: —  Average 

Milligrams  of  solid  matter  per 

1  00  cubic  metres  of  air  ...  23 

Sulphur  dioxide:  — 

Milligrams  per  100  cubic 

metres  of  air  .  5.6 


Daily  Readings 
Highest  value  Lowest  value 

83  5 

16.4  0.9 


STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES: 

All  figures  are  in  tons  per  square  mile  per  month. 


FOXLOWE  SITE  EAST  STREET  SITE 


1  nsoluble 

Soluble 

Total 

1  nsoluble 

Soluble 

Total 

Deposits 

Deposits 

Deposits 

Deposits 

Deposits 

Deposits 

janua-y 

..  5.1 

4.1 

9.2 

4.3 

4.9 

9.2 

February 

4.8 

2.9 

7.7 

5.0 

3.0 

8.0 

March 

. .  6.7 

4.4 

10.5 

6.1 

5.0 

11.1 

April  . . . . 

..  7.0 

5.8 

12.8 

6.9 

6.8 

13.7 

May  .... 

..  5.3 

2.4 

7.7 

7.1 

6.5 

13.6 

June  .... 

..  7.8 

4.2 

12.0 

7.9 

4.5 

12.4 

July  .... 

..  8.8 

3.5 

12.3 

4.8 

2.8 

7.6 

August 

..  6.9 

3.0 

9.9 

4.8 

2.5 

7.3 

September 

.  4.6 

1.8 

6.4 

4.7 

2.7 

7.4 

Octobe- 

. .  7.2 

4.0 

1  1.2 

6.2 

3.2 

9.4 

November 

.  3.7 

5.2 

8.9 

4.1 

6. 1 

10.2 

December 

.  5.0 

6.1 

11.1 

3.7 

6.1 

9.8 

Average 

..  6.02 

3.95 

9.91 

5.46 

4.25 

9.98:; 

:  National 

Readings 

(average) 

18.31  tons 

sq.  mile/month  total 

deposits. 
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LEEK  URBAN  DISTRICT  —  MILK  SAMPLING  1959 
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N.B.  ■  26  samples  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  and  24  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  declared  void  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
owing  to  high  atmospheric  shade  temperatures  on  the  dates  when  sampled. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  LEEK,  1959 


Total 

00 
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FEMALES 
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Pulmonary 

23 

r\J 

25 

MALES 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

T 

Pulmonary 

LA 
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'T 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


1959 
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13.4 

1958 

18,990 

6,587 

295 

15.5 
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in 

234 

12.3 

1957 

18,950 

6,517 

271 

14.3 
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SCHEDULE  OF  IMMUNISATION 


Age  of  child 

Immunisation  against 

No.  of  injections 
needed 

5  weeks — 5  months 

Whooping  Cough 

3  at  approximately 

4  weekly  intervals 

6 — 9  months 

Poliomyelitis 

2  at  approximately 

4  weekly  intervals 

10 — 12  months 

Diphtheria 

2  at  approximately 

4  weekly  intervals 

Whooping  Cough 
(booster) 

1  at  same  time  as 
second  diphtheria 
injection  but  into 
opposite  arm 

18 — 24  months 

Poliomyelitis 

(booster) 

1 

Vaccination  against 

Smallpox  some  time  during  the  first  5  years 

School  entry  year 

Diphtheria 
( booster) 

1 

8  -10  years 

Diphtheria 

and 

Smallpox 

(re-vaccination) 

1  At  an  interval 

of  at  least  4 

1  1 1  weeks 

From  1 3  years  until 
school  leaving  age 

T  uberculosis 
(B.C.G.) 

1 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  year  1959  for  the  Urban  District  of  Leek  in  the  County 

of  Stafford 


Prescribed  P.nticulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

( 1  ) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

.5) 

(  i)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local 

Authorities 

(  ii )  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(in)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  + 

(exclud.ng  out-wor¬ 
kers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

157 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

157 

16 

— 

— 

*  To  prevent  any  differences  between  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the 
Local  Authorities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers  of 
factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  are 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities,  it  is  requested  that  Local  Authorities  should 
compare  their  lists  of  factories  with  the  lists  kept  by  H.M  Inspectors  of 
Factories. 

%  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103(1  t,  Institutions  (Section  104)  and 
sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sec¬ 
tions  107  and  108  i 


27 


2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"  cases  ") 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4i 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness  (S.  1  ) 

Overcrowding 

(5.2) 

Unreasonable 
tempei  ature 

(5.3) 

1  nadequate 
ventilation 
(S.4.) 

1  neffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.) 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defec¬ 
tive 

(c)  Not  separ¬ 

ate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the 
Act  (not 

including 
offences  re¬ 
lating  to 
Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N.I 

Nil 

Nil 

N.i 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nii 

28 


PART  VIII  OF  Trlfc  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  1  1 0  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(l ) 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

no  ill 

(Cl 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
whole¬ 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 
served 
•  6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making  etc., 
Cleaning  and 

Washing) 
Household 
linen 

Lace,  lace  cur- 
iains  and 
nets 

Curtains  and 
furniture 
hangings 
Furniture  and 
upholstery 
Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
artie'es 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and 
chains 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 
Umbre'las, 
etc. 

Artificial 

Mowers 

Nets,  other 
than  wire 
nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and 
I'ennis  halls 

33 

29 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Contd.j 
Outwork 

(Sections  1  1 0  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

out¬ 

workers 

in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
110  (1) 
(c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supuly 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
whole¬ 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of 
boxes  or 
other  recep¬ 
tacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly 
or  patially 
of  paper 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 
Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 
Cosaques, 
Christmas 
stockings, 
etc. 

Textile 

weaving 

Lampshades 

I  1 

! 

I 

1 

1 

Total  . 

44 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1959 

Numbers  of  all  cases  of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  originally  notified,  and  of  the  final  numbers  according  to  sex  and  age  after 
corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying  Medical  Practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles 

(excluding 

rubella) 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Meningo¬ 

coccal 

infection 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Numbers  originally  notified 

Total  (All  Ages) 

M 

F 

M  1  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

1  M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

12 

10 

— 

— 

'  1 

—  — . 

354 

381 

-  - 

3  5 

1 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  1  year  . 

1—  . 

2 —  years  . 

3—  . 

4—  „  . 

5— 9  . 

10—14  . 

1 5—24  . 

25  and  over  . 

Age  unknown  . 

Total  (All  Ages)  . 

2 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

6 

37 

28 

34 

54 

188 

D 

2 

14 

29 

45 

43 

46 

195 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12  10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

354 

381 

— 

— 

1  1  4 

1 

— 

Number  originally  notified 

Total  (All  Ages) 

Ac. 

pneumonia 

Smallpox 

Acute  encephatitis 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  fever 

Paratyphoid 

fevers 

Erysipelas 

Food 

poisoning 

1  nfective 

Post-infectious 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  1  F 

M 

F 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  5  years  . 

5 — 14  years  . 

15—44  „  . 

45—64  . 

65  and  over  . 

Age  unknown  . 

Total  (All  Ages)  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Numbers  originally  notified 

Total  (All  Aqes) 

Tuberculosis 

Other  notifiable  diseases 

Original 

Final 

Respiratory 

Meninges 
and  C.N.S. 

Other 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Final  numbers  after  correction 

Under  5  years  . 

5 — 14  years  . 

15—24  . 

25 — 44  . 

45—64  . 

65  and  over  . 

Age  unknown  . 

Total  (All  Ages)  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

10,  STOCKWELL  STREET 
LEEK,  STAFFS 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leek  Urban  District  Council 
Mrs.  Clowes  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-sixth  Annua!  Report  being 
tor  the  year  1959.  The  report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular 
1  60  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  a  serious  breach  of  the  Food  Regulations  was  dis¬ 
covered  and  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  occupier  to  comply  with  no 
less  than  twelve  articles  of  the  Regulations.  All  this  work  was  satisfactorily 
completed  without  statutory  action. 

Only  two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  and 
in  both  cases  an  undertaking  was  given  by  the  owner  to  remedy  the  defects. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Government  decided  to  adopt  a 
vacation  o,  the  grants  payable  for  bringing  the  older  type  of  property 
up  to  modern  requirements.  A  new  form  of  grant  was  introduced  called  a 
"  Standard  Grant."  To  qualify  for  this  grant  a  house  must  possess  one  or 
all  the  f've  standa'd  amen. ties  and  the  grant  is  payable  in  direct  relation 
to  the  absence  of  any  of  these  amenities. 

15  applications  were  received  for  Standard  Grants,  all  of  which  were 
approved.  23  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary  Grants,  21  were 
approved,  one  was  defe  red  and  one  was  refused. 

I  am  p'eased  to  record  that  during  the  year  the  Council  took  a  decisive 
step  forwa  d  for  the  abolition  of  the  large  number  of  hand-flushed  closets 
still  m  use.  In  Older  to  encourage  the  conversion  of  these  closets  it  was 
decided  to  make  a  contribution  of  E5  5s.  0d.,  or  one  half  the  cost 
whichever  is  the  lesser  amount,  in  respect  of  property  owned  by  the 
occup;er  or  in  those  cases  where  it  would  be  a  financial  hardship  to  bear 
the  whole  of  the  cost.  In  the  case  of  investment  property  and  property 
owned  by  business  fi  ms  and  manufacturers,  it  was  decided  that  each  case 
be  tieated  on  merit. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  13  applications  were  received.  All  were 
approved  to  a  maximum  of  £5  5s.  Od.  or  one  half  the  cost. 

The  Health  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  case  of  a  family 
living  in  a  three-bedroomed  Council  house  with  a  total  of  13  children,  the 
eldest  of  which  was  2*4  years.  This  case  was  transferred  to  the  Housing 
Committee  with  a  recommendation  that  every  effort  be  made  to  abate 
thi  .  serious  overcrowding,  and  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  >he  latier 
Committee  decided  to  build  two  large  four-bedroomed  houses  to  accom¬ 
modate  this  family  and  another  case  of  ovecrowding  which  consisted  of 
man,  wife  and  9  children. 

Finally,  Mrs.  Clowes  and  Gent'emen,  I  shou'd  like  to  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  here  presented  to  thank  the  Staff  of  the  Depaitment  for 
their  continued  loyalty  and  co-operation. 

J  ROWBOTHAM, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SECTION  D 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES: 

There  are  23  conveniences  in  the  district,  12  for  men  and  II  for 
women.  These  were  inspected  as  ocinan  demanded  during  the  yoai. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Four  vehicles  were  engaged  solely  on  the  collection  of  house  refuse 
and  4  162  loads  were  removed  and  tipped  on  the  Barnfields  site  during 
the  year. 

I  ipping  is  undoubtedly  the  cheapest  fo-m  of  refuse  disposal,  but  it 
should  be  "  controlled  "  and  the  face  of  the  tip  should  be  keot  to  a 
minimum  length  otherwise  nuisance  from  rats,  flies,  crickets,  etc.,  is  sure 
to  arise.  It  is  unfortunate  that  I  cannot  report  that  the  tip  has  been  free 
from  such  nuisances  du-ing  the  year 
SALVAGE: 

346  tons  of  cardboard  and  waste  paper  were  salvaged  and  sold  bring¬ 
ing  in  a  total  £2,721.  This  is  a  very  creditable  performance  and  an 
extremely  useful  addition  to  the  Council's  income. 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the 
area  ■  — 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  TOWN: 


1.  Premises  cleansed  and  repaired  .  131 

2.  Drains  tested  .  51 


3.  Drains  reconstructed 

4.  Drains  repaired  . 

5.  Drains  cleansed  . 

6.  Water  Closets  cleansed 


7.  Water  Closets  repaired  .  8 

8.  Water  Closets  constructed  . 

9.  Flushing  arrangements  provided  . 

10.  Waste  pipes  altered  or  repai.ed  . 

11.  Rainwater  pipes  repaired  .  5 

12.  Roofs  and  gutters  repaired  .  11 

13.  Additional  ventilation  provided  . 

14.  Additional  light  provided  .  — 

15.  Damp  conditions  remedied  .  11 

16.  Yards  drained  and  paved  . 

17.  Dustbins  provided  .  10 

18.  Fireplaces  provided  or  repaired  .  2 

19.  Coppers  provided  or  repaired  .  -  - 

20.  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  .  4 

21.  Accumulations  of  manure,  etc.,  removed  .  3 

22.  Smoke  nuisances  .  37 


23.  Cesspools  cleansed  . 

24.  Rooms  disinfested  .  ~~ 

25.  Privies  converted  into  water  closets  . 

26.  Staircases  repaired  . 

27.  Handrails  provided  . 

28.  Windows  repaired  . 

29.  Floors  repaired  . 

30.  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  .  13 

3 1 .  Food  storage  provided  . 

32.  Water  supply  provided  or  repaired  . 

33.  Sinks  provided  . 

34.  Doors  repaired  . 

35.  Back  doors  provided  . 

36.  Walls  pointed  . 

37.  Chimney  stacks  repaired  . 

38.  Other  nuisances  . 

39.  Septic  tanks  provided  . 

40.  Houses  connected  to  sewer  and  septic  tanks  abolished  . 

41.  Persons  in  need  of  "care  and  attention"  . 

466 
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Nr,,  of  preliminary  notices  served  . ...  .  oC 

No.  o!  preliminary  notices  complied  with,  without  the  service  of 

slatufory  notices  .  .  54 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  . 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  .  2 

Proceedings  in  Court  . 


DETAiLS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  where  notifiable  diseases  have  occurred 

Nuisances  reported  10  Health  Department  .  229 

referred  to  other  Departments  . 

Inspection  of  Premises  where  nuisances  were  found  .  222 

of  Premises  where  no  nuisances  were  found  . 

Factories  .  16 

Slaughterhouses  .  897 

Dairies,  Milkshops  ana  Farms  .  21 

Bakehouses  .  19 

Markets  and  Stalls  .  53 

Food  Premises  . 213 

Re-inspecticns  after  complaints  .  7  1  1 

under  Housing  Acts  .  340 


2,741 

TENTS.  VANS  AND  SHEDS: 

The  site  provided  by  he  Council  has  been  well-ma;ntained  and  is  meet¬ 
ing  a  real  need  for  those  residents  who  cannot  obtain  houses  or  other  more 
suitable  accommodation. 

A  few  caravans  halted  in  the  area  for  a  duration  of  a  day  or  two  but 
passed  on  and  we'e  not  the  subject  of  either  nuisance  or  action. 


RODENT  CONTROL: 

The  Council  employ  one  full  time  Rodent  Operative 


bon  of  Rats,  Mice  and  other  pests 
houses,  public  sewers  and  the  Town 
Details  of  the  inspections  arid 
Private  Dwellings: 


3rd  Party  Premises: 


T own  T 


ip: 


Local  Authority  Premises 


premises, 
foil 


in  business 
Tip. 

treatments  are  as 
140  inspections 
125  treatments 
817  visits 
79  inspections 
62  treatments 
173  visits 
14  inspections 
1  3  treatments 
62  visits 
17  inspections 
1  8  treatments 
45  visits 


for  the  destruc- 
private  dwelling 

ows: 


The  Council  have  7  contracts  with  private  firms  for  the  eradication  of 
rats,  mice  and  other  pests.  These  premises  are  visited  periodically  and 
app'opriate  action  taken  where  infestations  are  found. 


SHOPS  ACTS: 

Six  warnings  were  given  during  the  year  for  breaches  of  the  Shops 


(Hours  of  Closing)  Act.  No  proceedings  were  instituted, 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937/1948; 

Number  of  premises  on  register  .  157 

Number  of  inspections  duing  the  year  .  16 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  .  3 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year  .  .  3 
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SECTION  E 


HOUSING: 

Action  under  our  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  again  occupied  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  our  time.  677  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  property  dealt 
with  under  the  scheme. 

Two  Clearance  Areas  were  declared,  in  West  Street  and  Mill  Street 
a  total  of  17  houses. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken  in  respect  of  24  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  situated  in  Mill  Street,  Regent  Street,  Broad  Street,  Belle 
Vue,  Compton  and  the  Market  Place. 

During  the  year  22  houses  were  demolished,  8  in  Clearance  Areas 
and  14  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1959,  thirteen  areas  had  been  declared  "  Clearance 
Areas,”  with  a  total  of  122  dwellings.  A  further  63  houses  were  dealt 
with  as  ”  Individual  Unfit”  properties.  This  gives  a  total  of  185  Units. 
In  addition  25  dwellings  were  demolished  after  acquisition  by  the  Council 
without  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  thus  bringing  the  totai 
up  to  210  out  of  a  programme  of  450. 

HOUSE  LETTING: 

During  the  year  94  families  were  rehoused,  28  in  connection  with  the 
Slum  Clearance  Scheme.  During  the  same  period,  the  Housing  Committee 
agreed  to  40  families  exchanging  their  accommodation  for  other  more 
suitable  to  their  needs. 

Private  interviews  were  granted  to  7  1  5  persons  who  wished  to  discuss 
their  housing  problems. 

On  the  Housing  Applications  Register  at  December  31st,  1959.  there 
were  584  applications  for  houses  and  flats  and  172  for  bungalow:.,  and 
a  further  92  applications  had  been  deposited  and  were  awaiting  the 
expirabon  of  the  qualifying  period  of  9  months. 

It  should  be  put  on  record  that  during  the  year,  as  prev  ously, 
the  Housing  Committee  have  dealt  with  the  task  of  tenant  selection  in  a 
most  humane  way  and  the  countless  hours  th?  membeis  of  the  Cc  omit 
tee  have  devoted  to  this  work  is  worthy  of  the  highest  pra:?e. 

SECTION  F 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949: 

The  register  under  this  Regulation  is  made  up  as  follows: 

42  persons  registered 

42  as  retail  purveyors 

39  as  retailers  of  bottled  and  sterilised  milk 
FOOD  SAMPLES: 

52  samples  of  Ice-Cream  were  taken  with  the  following  results: 

46  Grade  I,  4  Grade  II,  2  Grade  III,  0  Grade  IV. 

Also  one  Ice  Lolly  which  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS: 

3r ) 

FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

Assorted  foodstuffs  . 

Bacon  . 

Black  puddings  . 

Savoury  ducks  . 

Processed  cheese  . 


264  tin 
34  lbs 
lOUbs. 
36 

1 9  pkts 
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FOOD  PREMISES 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  28 

Butchers  (including  pork  butchers)  .  25 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  .  92 

G-ocers  .  65 

Fishmongers  . 6 

Greengrocers  .  23 

Bakehouses  .  1 9 

Fish  and  chip  shops  .  7 

Confectioners  . 31 


MEAT 

There  was  oniy  one  slaughterhouse  in  use  during  the  year  and  897 
visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  was  9,346  comprising  942  Prime- 
Cattle,  612  Cows,  13  Calves,  5,479  Sheep  and  Lambs  and  2,350  Pigs. 

18  whole  carcases  and  the  following  organs  were  found  to  be  unsound 
or  diseased  and  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  an  expert  to  attend  at  our  slaughter¬ 
house  to  demonstrate  the  removal  of  hides  and  skins.  This  visit  was 
arranged  during  November  and  an  improvement  was  noticeable  thereafter. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR 

IN  PART 


Prime 

Catfie 


Number  killed  .  942 

Number  inspected  .  942 


ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
CYSTICERCI : 


Whole  Carcases  condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  96 

Percentage  of  the  number 
-nspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticern  ...  11.910 


Sheep  & 

Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 

'612  13  5479  2350 

612  13  5479  2350 


11  3  5 

143  131  66 


20.04 %  7.67  <7  2.400  2.590 


TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY; 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 


4 


48  92 

5.200  14.870 


CYSTICERCOSIS: 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  1  I 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  .  1  I 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

Percentage  affected  by 

Cysticercus  Bovis  .  0.1 0%  0.1 60 


1 

61 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  CARCASES  CONDEMNED  WITH 
CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION 


CATTLE 

SHEEP 

Whole 

Whole 

carcase 

carcase 

and  all 

Quarters 

and  all 

offal 

Hind  Fore 

Meat  offal 

Meat 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

5 

-  - 

815 

lbs. 

FEVERED  CONDITION: 

1 

_  _ 

65 

lbs.  — 

EMACIATION: 

_ 

_  _ _ 

0 

OEDEMA: 

_ 

_ _  _ 

1 

CY5TICERCUS  BOVIS: 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

—  — 

880 

lbs.  3 

— 

CALVES 

PIGS 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

— 

-  - 

1 

-  1 

_ 

IMMATURITY: 

1 

-  - 

_  _ 

_ 

SEPTIC  CONDITIONS: 

— 

_  _ 

—  1 

_ 

EMACIATION: 

— 

-  - 

—  1 

_ 

OEDEMA: 

— 

-  - 

—  1 

_ 

MULTIPLE  ABSCESSES: 

— 

-  - 

—  1 

_ 

SWINE  FEVER: 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

6 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER 

OF  ORGANS  CONDEMNED  WITH  CAUSES 

CONDEMNATION 

LUNGS: 

CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

Tuberculosis  . 

89 

— 

— 

13 

Pnuemonia  . 

2 

— 

— 

28 

Pleurisv 

2 

2 

Parasites  . 

4 

— 

13 

— 

Total 

97 

13 

43 

LIVERS: 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  19 

— 

3 

Angioma  . 

33 

— 

— - 

Abscesses  . 

43 

- - 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  and  Necrosis  . 

.  35 

— 

— 

27 

Fatty  Degeneration  . 

.  14 

— 

2 

— 

Distomatosis  . 

.  91 

— 

121 

— 

Cysts  . 

10 

— - 

•y 

— 

Adhesions  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Melanosis  . 

1 

Total 

249 

125 

30 

HEADS  AND  TONGUES: 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  58 

— ■ 

57 

Actinomycosis  . 

9 

— 

— 

Abscesses  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

68 

58 

PLUCKS: 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

19 

Parasites  . 

— 

1  1 

3 

Total 

1  1 

7  2 

All  the  meat  and  offals  condemned 

are  stained  green 

with  an  indelible 

dye  and  then  removed  for  processing  into  fertilisers. 

36 


Printed  by  Hill 
Bros.  (Leek)  Ltd. 


